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Would you join me again in a spirit of prayer? May the words of my mouth and the 

meditations of all of our hearts, be acceptable and pleasing to you, our rock and our 

redeemer. Amen.  

 

Journey with me back for a moment to the first Pentecost. As the disciples were 

gathered together in Jerusalem, they were waiting for the Holy Spirit, a gift that Jesus 

promised to them. On that day, they did not, I believe, know what was about to 

happen, they didn’t know when the Spirit would come. But with a rush of wind and 

tongues as of fire, engulfing them and resting upon them, just like that the Spirit 

moved. And all of a sudden, whatever plans the disciples may have had for that day, 

those plans were forgotten as the church was born, as its mission in the world truly 

began – to share of Jesus all throughout the world and to transform lives through the 

blessings of knowing and following him so that the fruits of the Spirit could be brought 

forth anew in all who would listen. And as the disciples spoke in many different 

languages, following the movement of the Holy Spirit, with Peter offering a first 

sermon, and with three thousand joining the church that day, the church was born in 

motion – not a stagnant entity but a people ever open to the ways that God’s Spirit 

would have them move in the world. 

 

Still, did you wonder how they knew for sure that this was the Holy Spirit promised to 

them by Jesus. As we think back, it seems clear – the scripture tells us right up front and 

we celebrate this day to mark it. But in the moment, as they began to speak in different 

tongues, did they wonder because Jesus never told them that that was how it would 

happen or what exactly it would look like. So did they question?  As some in the crowd 

who heard them thought they might be drunk on wine, do you think the disciples 

questioned whether or not this was actually the Spirit of God? How did they know that 



this was the Holy Spirit? That is a question I believe we still ask today. And this is, in 

some ways, the question that Paul is addressing in our reading from his letter to the 

Galatians. In the verses before where our reading began, Paul talks about the works of 

the flesh and then compares it to the fruit of the Spirit. So the answer to our question of 

“how do you know it is the Holy Spirit?”, truly lies in the fruit of it all. Is what we are 

doing, destroying or creating? Is it promoting division or calling us together? Is it 

breeding hate or fostering love? Is it mean or kind? Is it taking or giving? Is it fearful or 

faithful? As we discern how God’s Spirit is moving, these are some of the questions we 

can hold. Yet an added challenge can be that fruit sometimes takes a while to appear – 

ask any gardener. These questions that Paul calls us to consider cannot always be 

answered in the moment or at first glance but must be approached with an eye toward 

the future. Is this thing that I am or we are about to do going to create love, kindness, 

peace, and so on, even if in the moment it may look otherwise? What is the ultimate 

goal of the thing we do right now and will we push through the adversity to get to the 

fruit? When that goal is the fruit of the Spirit, I believe we can trust that the Holy Spirit 

is already moving and will inspire, will encourage, may surprise and yet will direct us 

as we make our way there. We may not know the timing, the journey may not be what 

we expect, but the Holy Spirit will move. 

 

As we think back to that first Pentecost, I hope that we will always continue to be a 

church in motion. At times, I believe we move without even realizing it. It’s simply part 

of who we are as we are doing the work of being Christ’s hands and feet. Still other 

times, like these moments in our collective history right now, when the church’s motion 

can feel like it has shifted so quickly as we respond to the needs of the world, as we 

respond for the care of the world, I know I notice the motion now more than ever. And 

we may question at times as we move forward if we are moving in the right direction – 

and it is natural to wonder about these things. Are we following the Holy Spirit? It’s a 

question that, especially in moments that can feel so uncharted, can bring pause. As we 

consider next steps, as we wonder what the church will look like in the coming weeks, 



months, years – I know that is something we are all thinking about; as we wonder how 

ministries may change, how new ministries may emerge, how things may be different 

in beautiful, challenging ways – may we keep an eye on the fruit of it all. As we do that 

work, as we open ourselves to the ways in which the church in motion is being moved 

this very day, may we simply strive for the fruit of the Spirit and pray that God’s Spirit 

will make it grow. And may we ready when the wind and the flame of the Spirit comes 

to direct us and kindle within the fire of being the church today. So be it and may it be 

so. Amen. 

 


