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April 6, 2021 

 

Beloved Friends and Members of the Church, 

 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

This year, these words returned to the Wiscasset town pier as we gathered with our 

friends at St. Philip’s for our Easter Sunrise service! After being cancelled in 2020, the 

pier was again alive with the joys of Easter morning! And while we are certainly not 

back to where we were before the pandemic, as we are still wearing masks, distancing, 

and being mindful of our care for one another as vaccines continue to be administered, 

this service taking place once again was a sign of great hope for me! While news of 

variants and other factors still raise some concern for us all, many within our 

congregation have been or are on their way to being vaccinated and I am feeling 

cautiously optimistic as we take our next steps on this journey!  

This coming Sunday, our congregation will begin that next step. On Sunday, April 

11th, we will be returning to our hybrid model of worship (with limited, in-person 

attendance and continued virtual option). This prayerful decision of the Church 

Council was detailed in a letter to the congregation back in February and that letter 

remains available on our church website. This decision was also re-affirmed at the latest 

Church Council meeting in March.  

As we continue to follow the Maine CDC guidelines as an act of caring for our 

neighbors, the following set of protocols will again be implemented for those attending 

in-person. If you cannot, for whatever reason, adhere to these, please continue to 

worship virtually: 

1)Masks are required to be worn in the sanctuary for the entire duration of the 

service. 

2)Hand sanitizer will be at the entrance for use. 
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3)Those planning to attend in-person worship must sign-up each week as there is 

limited space available. Our space limitations are currently governed by the 6 

feet of distance between households. A Google Form will be emailed each week 

on Tuesday morning for you to sign-up online. You may also call the church 

during office hours (Tuesday – Thursday from 9am to 12noon) to let us know 

you would like to attend.  Sign-ups will be accepted through Thursday at 

12noon each week. Due to the need to plan, we will not be able to accept any 

sign-ups after this time. 

4) The ushers will seat households as they arrive a minimum of 6 feet apart, 

beginning at the front of the sanctuary and working toward the back.  At the 

close of the service, congregants will exit maintaining 6 feet of distance. 

5)Ushers will keep a list of those attending worship to facilitate contact tracing if 

needed. 

6)Access to the sanctuary will be limited to the front doors of the church. Please 

enter here. The sanctuary side door will be unlocked for anyone who may need 

the ramp. 

7) We will not be passing the collection plate.  Offerings may be left in a plate by 

the door as you exit or may be mailed to the church office. 

8)There will be no passing the microphone for announcements or prayer 

requests. Prayers should continue to be emailed to Rev. Josh by Saturday 

evening. 

9)There will be no congregational singing at the present moment. A soloist will 

offer the hymns from the side hallway by the piano for us to receive. 

10)There will be no coffee hour. 

11)Bathrooms by the church office will be available if needed. Please use extra 

care when accessing them and be mindful of passing others at the greatest 

possible distance. 

These protocols will, of course, be re-evaluated as further modifications are made by the 

Maine CDC in the months ahead. In addition, please also be aware that UV-C lighting 

was installed by our Trustees in our heating system last fall to help keep the sanctuary 

as safe as possible during the pandemic. If you attend in-person, dress warmly for 

worship as windows will be opened slightly to increase outdoor airflow.  

As we take this step and strive to do so as safely as possible for those who wish to 

attend, please know that worship will also be livestreamed! You will still be able to 

watch and worship with us via Zoom and Facebook Live at 10am on Sunday mornings, 

receiving the same worship as those who may attend in-person. A recording of the 

service will continue to be made available afterwards.  
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As each of us make the best choice for ourselves, our households, and all whom we 

love, please consider prayerfully the protocols, the needs of your household, the 

vaccination status of yourself and your loved-ones, and other factors that may inform 

your decision. If you have any cold or flu-like symptoms, if you have a fever, if you 

have been in contact with a Covid-19 positive person in the last 14 days, or otherwise 

feel unwell, please continue to worship virtually. If you have particular concerns about 

your personal health or the health of others in your household, please continue to 

worship virtually.  

This decision and the timing of our return to our hybrid model has not been made 

hastily and has been prayerfully held for several months now by Church Leadership as 

we weigh the needs of our congregation and community. Please know that the Church 

Council and I are continually monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic, and that we will 

make adjustments as needed. Any changes will be communicated as swiftly as possible. 

As a church in the heart of Wiscasset, we continue to strive to care for the physical, 

emotional, and spiritual well-being of our community. We may not always do it 

perfectly for we ourselves are not perfect. But, we do it prayerfully. It is our hope and 

prayer that this plan will meet the spiritual and emotional needs of many while also 

doing our best to maintain the health of all as we begin to see more and more hope on 

the horizon! 

If you have any questions, please contact Council President Anne Harris 

(annepharris58@gmail.com or 207-882-7705) or myself (joshfitterling@myfairpoint.net 

or 207-882-7544). 

May we continue to prayerfully, graciously, and with love for the needs of one another, 

journey onward together in resurrection hope! 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Josh Fitterling, Minister 
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