
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven” – Ecclesiastes 3:1 

As I have been pondering about what to write for my final 
newsletter article, I found myself drawn back to the very first 
article I wrote for the March 2017 edition of the Chimes. As I 
was arriving in Wiscasset, the season of Lent, that time of self-
reflection and spiritual renewal on the way to Easter joy, was 
just beginning. With our hopes and our dreams, and even 
some worries I am sure, we began a journey to the transforma-
tive power of the resurrection together. We began a joint jour-
ney as an Easter people in the heart of Wiscasset! 

In just a few weeks, we will mark the end of that shared jour-
ney with my final Sunday on November 21st. On Thanksgiv-
ing Sunday, we will rejoice in the blessings of this time we 
have shared. Then we will journey, albeit separately, into the 
season of Advent – a season of waiting and a season of great 
anticipation. This beloved congregation will journey forward 
looking toward the new beginning that God has in store. Ma-
son and I will journey forward looking for the same, all while 
waiting and anticipating the wonders yet to be revealed. 

The life of a congregation, and life in general, is marked by 
many beginnings and endings. And yet, as a Lenten and East-
er people, we believe that endings do not have the final word. 
We believe there is always a beginning to come. As an Advent 
and Christmas people, we await the beauty and wonders yet 
to be revealed. For even in this ending, God is working out a 
new beginning. May we trust in that and may we step boldly 
into those new beginnings with faith, hope, and love. 

In appreciation for all we have shared and for all that has hap-
pened between the beginning and ending, thank you. Thank 
you. And now, we await the new beginnings… 

Peace, 

Josh 

Josh 
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A Time for Beginning, a Time for 
Ending, a Time for Beginning... 



Sunday Worship – In-Person and Online 

Our Sunday Worship continues to be offered in-person and 
online! When Lincoln County is classified as having 
“substantial” or “high” transmission, everyone is asked to 
mask indoors per U.S. CDC guidance. When Lincoln Coun-
ty is classified as having “low” or “moderate” transmission, 
masks will be recommended for the entirety of the service 
for those who are not fully vaccinated. Masks are also en-
couraged for those who prefer or feel more comfortable 
with a mask. Masks are required whenever we sing in the 

sanctuary at this time. Please bring a mask with you to put 
on whenever we sing. Masks will also be available as you 
arrive. Outdoor seating continues to be available as well 
(simply bring a chair and enjoy the service on the front 
lawn)! The service will continue to be livestreamed on 

Zoom and Facebook, with a recording of the service available later in the day each 
Sunday on YouTube.  

You can find more details on the homepage of our website: www.uccwiscasset.org. 

Thank you to everyone who continues to make our services possible!  

Sign-Up Online to Support our Worship Experience 
Provide Flowers, Read Scripture, or Usher! 

Many hands and hearts make our worship services possible and we need you! 
Would you like to: 

1) Usher? - Support the worship experience and those attending in-person by ful-
filling the usher duties. 

2) Read Scripture? - Offer our morning scripture lesson from the pulpit! 

3) Provide Flowers? - While ushering and scripture reading require in-person at-
tendance, flowers do not! Flowers can be placed in the sanctuary Saturday or 
dropped off early Sunday morning. 

If yes, please consider signing up for services now through the end of November. 
You can sign-up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c48aea82aa3f8ce9-church, or call the church office. 

Thanks for your help! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c48aea82aa3f8ce9-church
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c48aea82aa3f8ce9-church


Neighbors in Need Offering 2021 

In 2021, Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on supporting organ-
izations and projects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communi-
ties. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Minis-
try (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide 
funding grants to UCC churches and organizations lead-
ing justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects in their communities. Donations can be placed in 
the special bucket in the narthex on Sunday, October 31st. 
Envelopes are available. Checks should be made out to 
"First Congregational Church" with a memo "Neighbors 
in Need". Donations can also be mailed to the office 
through the first week of November. 

Weekly Offering - You’re Support Makes our Ministry Possible! 
Thank you!! 

Offerings to support and sustain the ministries of our church can be placed in the of-
fering plate by the front doors of the sanctuary on Sunday or they can be mailed to 
the church office at: 

First Congregational Church 
P.O. Box 350 

Wiscasset, ME 04578. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

Blessed! 

On Sunday, October 17th, a pack of pooches descended upon 
the Wiscasset Town Common to participate in this year’s 
Blessing of the Animals. It was a beautiful day to bless ani-
mal companions and human caregivers alike! $100.00 was al-
so raised for Rescue Charlie’s Friends, a local Dog Rescue. 

Thank you to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church for partnering 
with us! Thank you also to community members, Deborah 

Morgan and Terry Heller for providing leadership and music! What a great day! 



Love Makes a Way - 2022 Stew-
ardship Campaign Set to Begin! 

There is no denying that this past year has 
been challenging, from the COVID-19 
pandemic to staff transitions, we have 
and continue to navigate through the un-
certainty and the unknown. Still, we be-
lieve that love has made a way and that love will always makesa way!  

With your support for 2022, we trust that God will again make a way for our congrega-
tion to continue the work we are called to do together. In the first week of November, 
stewardship letters and pledge cards will be sent out to the congregation! If you do not 
receive one and would like to, please contact the church office. 

Pledges can be mailed to the church anytime! Pledges can also be brought to worship 
on Thanksgiving Sunday (November 21st) or dropped off immediately following wor-
ship that day from 11 to 11:30am on the front lawn. 

Thank you for your consideration and support as we again hope to meet and exceed 
our $110,000 goal! 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that, in certain circumstances, there can be tax advantages for pledging 
to the church directly from a retirement account? If you are interested in this approach 
of supporting our ministry, contact your Financial Advisor to learn more and see what 
is available for you! 

November Birthdays 

Mary McKinney     Glenn Milley    Bob Mooney 

Deborah Olson    Karl Olson    Ed Peele    Joan Shea 

Margot Stiassni-Sieracki    Jan Whitfield 

Sunday Night Bible Study - 7pm on ZOOM 

For the time being, Sunday Night Bible Study will be completely on ZOOM. When Lincoln County 
levels return to “low” or “moderate” transmission, a hybrid meeting will be offered once more. 

The study of Exodus continues on: November 7th 
      November 14th 
      November 21st 

Reach out to Rev. Josh if you have any questions or to get the Zoom login information (207-882-7544 
or joshfitterling@myfairpoint.net).  

mailto:joshfitterling@myfairpoint.net


 

Christian Education Happenings 

On Sunday, October 17th, our Youth Group packed 45 bags for 
Feed Our Scholars, a supplemental nutrition program for ele-
mentary students in Wiscasset. In addition, they packed over 90 
Halloween treat bags to be sent home with Feed Our Scholars 
recipients next week! Thank you, girls!! What a great day of ser-
vice! 

Volunteer at Habitat for Humanity Restore!—by Cindy Clement 

If you have 2 or 3 spare hours a week and don’t mind the drive to Topsham, I encourage you 
to sign up to work a shift at the Restore on Main Street, right across from the Bureau of Mo-
tor Vehicles. I started with one afternoon a week, 2 back-to-back shifts in March and then 
upped to 2 afternoons in June because it was fun and meaningful. The staff and other volun-
teers are wonderful, interesting people, and it was rewarding to help customers who came to 
find furniture, appliances, hardware, tools, and building supplies. Who knew that cabinets 
taken out of a house during a remodel could be re-used and appreciated by someone else?  
Not me, as I had never stopped to think about it before.   

     Volunteers at the Restore do a variety of different things – unloading donations from the 
truck driven by a Habitat employee, testing appliances and light fixtures, cleaning furniture, 
moving donated items to the showrooms, and my personal favorite, working the cash regis-
ter. If you are interested in this opportunity and have questions before you sign up, send me 
an email, and we’ll arrange a time to talk.  My address is cindytubaclement@gmail.com.  If 
you are ready to sign up now, send an email to Katie@habitat7rivers.org and tell her Cindy 
sent you! More details, including other kinds of opportunities besides working at the Re-
store, can be found at https://habitat7rivers.org/volunteer. 

I will be away this winter, but when I return in the spring, I plan to volunteer again!  

Church World Service — Toys For Tots!!! 
On Sunday, November 21st. along with everything else that will be happening, one more 
opportunity for you! 

The C.W.S. committee will have a Toys for Tots box available for you…..so please plan 
to bring a new, unwrapped toy to put in the box for a Wiscasset 
area child to brighten their Christmas.  

The box will be in Fellowship Hall through the month of No-
vember if you come to the church at other times. 

Thank you for remembering our area children with your gift of a new, unwrapped toy!!! 

Questions?……call Nancy Roby 882-6441 

mailto:cindytubaclement@gmail.com
mailto:Katie@habitat7rivers.org
https://habitat7rivers.org/volunteer


Calling All Knitters 

Feed Our Scholars is sending out a request for hats and mittens for 
the children in Wiscasset Elementary School and Wiscasset Middle 
High school. As the temperatures drop, our children need your hats and mittens to keep 
them warm. They can be dropped off at the church office or call Nancy Roby 882-6441 to 
make pick-up arrangements. We appreciate your help in caring for our children.  

Volunteers Wanted! 

The Bargain Basement at St. Philip’s is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays to pro-

vide affordable shopping and quality used clothing for our community. Volunteers are 

needed to sort newly donated items, display new clothes and housewares, and/or greet cus-

tomers, accept cash donations and assist shop-

pers. Knowledge of clothing, previous retail 

work, and great teamwork skills would be a 

huge help. Training provided. Flexible hours 

possible. Covid masks required. Please call St. 

Philip’s (207-882-7164) and leave a message for 

volunteer coordinator, Beth Soule, or leave a 

message on the Bargain Basement Facebook Page. 

Save the Date ! November 13, 4pm to 6pm 
St. Philip’s Fish Chowder Supper (Take-out) 

Feed Our Scholars is holding a Fish Chowder (take out) Supper on November 13th. We are 
looking for volunteers as well as bakers that would be willing to help! The Supper will take 
place from 4pm to 6pm and will be take out only. The dinner will include Choder, Biscuits, 
Corn Bread as well as Apple Crisp. Coxt will be $12/person. 
     If you are interested in reserving your meal, please call the St. Philip’s Church office (207-
882-7184) and leave your name and phone number as well as how many dinners you would 
like.  
     We need help! Are you willing to make an Apple Crisp? Bakewell Biscuits? Durgin Park 
Corn Bread? We will have the recipes available and we can’t do this without you! Are you 
willing to donate time to help us prepare on Friday and/or Saturday? Please sign up! 
     We are also looking for items to create the Fish Chowder, such as gallons of milk, evapo-
rated whole milk, potatoes and onions. 
     If you are willing to help, please sign up on the sheets available at the front of the church 
or in the church office. 
     Thanks for supporting our students! 



APPLE PIE & QUICK BREAD ORDER FORM 

Orders due by Friday, November 12th 

Time for some sweet treats this Thanksgiving and holiday season! The Organ Society will be making 
apple pies (16 available, frozen and ready for you to bake!), and loaf size breads: cranberry bread 
with or without nuts, and pumpkin bread. Pies and breads will be available for pick-up on Sunday, 
Nov. 21st from 11am to Noon.   

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone or Email______________________________________________________ 

Apple pies, 9inch deep dish- $17   Quantity______ Paid_________________ 

Cranberry Bread with Nuts - $8      Quantity_______Paid_________________ 

Cranberry Bread w/out Nuts -$8   Quantity_______ Paid________________ 

Pumpkin Bread - $8                          Quantitiy_______Paid________________ 

Prepayment is required with order. Checks can be made payable to “Organ Society” and 
mailed to the church office: First Congregational Church, P.O. Box 350, Wiscasset, ME. 
04578. 

CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE 

It’s time for the Annual Organ Society Wreath Sale.  Wreaths will be available for pick-up on 
Wednesday, November 17, or on Sunday, November 21st.  

        Please pre-order by Friday, November 12th. 

Prepayment is appreciated!  Forms and payments can go to the church office or to Linda Win-
terberg. 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone or Email______________________________________________________ 

Small Wreath (8”) - $8   Quantity______Paid_________________ 

Medium Wreath (12”) - $12  Quantity_______Paid_________________ 

Large Wreath (18”). - $16  Quantity_______Paid________________ 

X-Large Wreath (24”) - $35  Quantity________Paid________________ 

If you would prefer your wreath to be undecorated, please check here: 

No Decorations____________________ 

Bow Only_________________________ 

calendar:T1:11am-1pm


Meeting House Chimes 
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First Congregational Church 

     United Church of Christ 

  28 High Street, PO Box 350 
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We welcome you to the First 
Congregational Church of Wiscasset.  

We are an open and affirming 
congregation and are open 

theologically, growing spiritually, and 
concerned socially. 


